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February 2012 

Last newsletter unless you 
renew your membership! 



 

 

President Rick Kling (402) 933-5686 
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Vice President Ann Anderson (402) 968-9340 

Secretary Marie Gaffney (402) 578-9660 

Treasurer Marcia Delehoy (402) 453-5235 
plbs@qwestoffice.net 

Membership Elsa Ashelford (402) 309-0683 
pandora1641@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Chloe Welstead, CAS (402) 450-2059 
info@nebirdlady.com 

marie10k@gmail.com  

2012 GOCBS Officers 

Vance Delehoy plbs@qwestoffice.net (402) 453-5235 

Ginger Bostwick glbostwick@cox.net (402) 932-5866 

Michelle Mutchler-Burns gopack8763@aol.com (712) 322-1448 

2012 GOCBS Trustees 

2012 GOCBS Fair Coordinator 

Adoption - Placement 

Disclaimer: The content provided by Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society in our newsletter 
is for educational purposes only and is in no way intended to be substitute for professional 
services or professional advice. Unless otherwise indicated, the statements found in this 
newsletter are either derived or quoted from printed materials and express the opinions of 
other bird handlers, trainers, or bird  owners. All techniques or information recommended 
or documented in our newsletter should be considered the view of others and we will 
not accept responsibility for actions you take due to materials found in this newsletter. 
By making use of the content found in this newsletter, our newsletter readers agree that 
it is his or her sole responsibility to determine the suitability of the content and holds 
harmless the Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society, the editor, or any other person associated 
with Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society or this newsletter in any way. Any questions about 
this "Disclaimer" should be addressed to the president of Greater Omaha Cage Bird Society.  

Michelle Mutchler-Burns gopack8763@aol.com (712) 322-1448 

Rick Kling renotoo402@cox.net (402) 933-5686 

 

 

Presidents Letter - February 2012 

Dear GOCBS Members, 

Calling on all members!!! 
GOCBS is looking for your ideas for the club, future events, and anything 
that will get the club involved in our community.  If you can volunteer 
your time for such events, you can find a sign-up sheet at the monthly 
meetings. 
Michelle needs volunteers and fosters homes for the adoption program.  
Give her a call or an e-mail so she can answer any questions that you 
may have about becoming part of the adoption committee.  Michelle’s 
contact information can be found on the officer’s page of our web site or 
at the front of this newsletter. 
The club needs your help with defraying some of the costs of publishing 
the newsletter.  One of the ways is by opting to get your newsletter from 
the website.  The newsletter is provided in a PDF downloadable format 
from the newsletter section of the GOCBS website.  If you would choose 
to do this, please indicate this on your 2012 membership form.  In doing 
this, the club will discontinue your paper version of the newsletter.  This 
means savings on publishing and mailing costs.  If you have any thoughts 
or concerns, please don’t hesitate to let me know. 
I have already been accepting donations for the raffle tables (both 
monthly meeting raffle and fair raffle) and there is always room for more.  
If you have items that are new, used, or in good condition that you would 
like to donate, contact any board member for details. 
Don’t forget to renew your membership for 2012. 
 
Thank you, 
Rick Kling 
President, GOCBS 
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Continued on page 13 

Meeting Minutes - January 2012 

President Rick Kling called the January 19, 2012 meeting of the Greater Omaha 
Cage Bird Society to order at 3:05pm. We welcomed new members and guests. 

OLD BUSINESS   
Board Member elections official: 
President: Rick Kling 
Vice President: Ann Anderson 
Recording Secretary: Marie Gaffney 
Treasurer: Marcia Delehoy 
Membership Secretary: Elsa Ashelford 
Newsletter Editor: Chloe Welstead, CAS 
Trustee (3 year): Ginger Bostwick 
Trustee (2 year): Michelle Mutchler-Burns 
Trustee (1 year): Vance Delehoy 

The Holiday party was commended as having been great by all board members 
present as well as several group members, including Cindy F. who won the TV 
Raffle. 

In November, 2011 the GOCBS donated a Cockatiel to a silent auction. This 
donation helped raise $110.00 for a double lung transplant for Becky Welstead. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
The calendar for 2012 meetings and events was established by the board: 
Meeting dates include: February 19, March 18, April 15, May 20, June 17,  
July 15, September 16, October 21, November 18  
Event dates include:  April 29 (Spring Bird Far), August (summer picnic) 
October 7 (Fall Bird Fair), December 16 (holiday party) 
Printing a membership roster was discussed to include bird species owned for 
questions and networking among members. 
 
Marsha D. gave the Treasurer’s report concerning the past two months.  
Michelle M. provided the adoption report there are two birds available for adop-
tion and three successful adoptions. Foster homes and adoption assistants are 
needed. Contact Michelle. 
A hospitality person is to be delegated each month for snacks. A volunteer for 
each meeting. Kara C. volunteered to bring snacks & beverage in February.  
The meeting location was discussed to remain at the Nebraska Humane Society 
because of the cleanliness and minimal fee. 
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Supplies: 
• Unwaxed Dixi Cups 
• Cotton Rope or twine 

 
• Treats 
• Scissors 

1. Stack about 6 cups together and press 
your scissors through to make a hole in 
the bottom of each cup. 

2. Using between 2 - 3 feet of the rope or 
twine, feed it through the hole in all of 
the cups. 

 
• Bead or dowel 
 

3. Tie the bead or dowel at the bottom of the 
stack so that the cups do not fall off. 

4. Stretch out the cups and put a treat inside 
for the bird to find. 

5. Hang by tying the rope so that the cups 
opening is up.  

Variation: 

Paper Cup Foraging Treat 
Photos & Idea By www.FromBeaksToBarks.com  
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GREATER OMAHA CAGE BIRD SOCIETY 
 

           WHO NEEDS BIRD CLUBS ANYWAY? 
 

       If you keep birds as pets or raise them for a hobby, YOU DO!! 
 

Bird clubs are great resources for anyone interested in keeping birds.  
All bird owners go through similar experiences, so the sources of infor-
mation about a variety of subjects can be a big help.  Club members can 
recommend places to buy your supplies, teach you how to hand feed 
babies, and refer you to a qualified avian veterinarian.  Or, if you have 

had a lot of experience, you may be able to help share that type of information with 
someone else who is just getting started out. 
 

Bird clubs can also keep you aware of current legislation that may affect which species 
of birds you may keep or how many.  Clubs may have functions that would interest you, 
such as fairs, shows, swap meets, and clinics.  Meetings may include guest speakers.  
Even if you join only to get the newsletters, you will be well-informed!  Another great 
benefit is that you meet a lot of people with similar interests, and some great, long-
lasting friendships may evolve! 

 

Meetings & Special Event Dates  
Meeting February 19 

Meeting March 15 

Meeting April 15 

Spring Bird Fair April 29 

8949 Fort Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Nebraska 
Humane Society 

GOCBS meets at 3:00 PM  
Hope to see you there! 
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How to Make a PVC Playgym 
By Lisa www.TailFeathersNetwork.com 

Continued on page 12 

• 20-40ft of PVC pipe (20ft - budgie size gym, 40ft - African Grey size 
gym). Available in 1/2", 3/4" and 1" for the size of bird feet  

• 18 "T" shaped connectors (make sure it is the right diameter for the pipe 
size you bought!) 

• 12 "L" shaped connectors (same size as pipe) 
• VetWrap, sisal or jute twine (VetWrap comes in multiple colors about 

$2.50 for 5 yards) 
• PVC pipe cutter (here is a photo you can bring so they know what you are 

talking about!) 

Supplies: 

To use the PVC cutter, you clamp it down on the 
area you want to cut. Tighten it a little bit (just to 
be snug) and turn the whole thing around the pipe. 
It creates a groove. Tighten it some more and turn 
it again. (@ 3 turns will get all the way through) 

1. Start with the base. Cut 8 pieces at 8" each, giving you a base that is 20" x 
20". If that is too big, alter the sizes as you want. I thought 2ftx2ft would 
be good and it's WAY bigger than expected. Measure it out on the floor of 
wherever you want it first. 

2. Connect the pieces in a square using 4 T connectors and 4 L connectors. 

L shaped connectors in 
corners 
 
T shaped connectors in 
the middle (circled) 
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Meet Our Newest Adoption Success Story 
Ducky and his friend Jacob 

By Michelle Mutchler-Burns Trustee & Adoption Coordinator 

They say it takes a village to raise a child; what does it take to re-home a 
Cockatiel, especially one with special needs? It takes Elsa, (current member-
ship secretary) and a volunteer at the Capitol Humane Society in Lincoln, who 
cared enough to rescue Ducky.  Look closely, Ducky doesn't have a tail and 
seemed to have a lion's personality.... 
Ducky had been at the shelter for quite awhile and the folks in Lincoln didn't 
consider him to be adoptable.  They were considering the unthinkable, when 
Elsa offered to intervene.  She took him home and notified Michelle (adoption 
coordinator) that he was available for adoption.  
In November, Ducky traveled to Omaha with Elsa and was introduced at our 
monthly meeting.  There were no Cockatiel adopters there, so Danielle and 
Josh offered to foster him. They kept him at their home for several weeks.  
Jacob's Mom asked Ginger (one of our trustees) if she knew of any adoptable 
birds and Ducky came to mind.   

This photo was taken at our January club meeting, and as you can see, the lion 
has been tamed and the pair is inseparable. Not quite a village- just a few 
GOCBS members who care. 
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www.zupreem.com 

www.zupreem.com 
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Species Profile: Canary 
By www.drsfostersmith.com 

Small when compared to other birds kept in captivity, canaries are very hardy 
birds for their size and have been favorites with bird fanciers for years. Canaries 
are members of the finch family of songbirds, and belong to the Passeriformes 
Order which includes birds that perch (over half of all the world's birds). With 
a distinctive foot structure of three toes forward and one toe pointing backward, 
they have a natural perching foot position. Interestingly, while perching, the 
muscles of their feet are relaxed and must be contracted to release the perch 
for flight.  

Social and colorful birds, canaries differ 
markedly by variety in song and colora-
tion and are thus considered to be either 
song type or color type. There are at 
least 98 varieties of color type alone. 
Singing is generally a behavior limited 
to cocks.  
Cocks ordinarily do not get along well 
together and should be housed sepa-
rately. The practice of providing a mirror 
in lieu of a companion for a male canary 
will only be stressful - his image will be 
perceived as a threat. Take care in sexing 
and housing males and females together. 
Canaries are prolific breeders. Attentive 

parents, both the males and females participate in raising the chicks. 

The cost for a canary can range from $65 to over $400, and will vary depend-
ing upon variety and sex. 

Family: Fringillidae  
Origin: Azores, Madeira and Canary Islands  
Size: 3½-9 inches, depending on variety 
Life Span: 10-15 years  
Age at Maturity: 2 years  
Nesting Sites in the Wild: Generally in trees, 3-9 feet off the ground  
Breeding Season: Spring and summer  
Sexing: Unreliable without DNA testing; singing generally limited to cocks 

Canary Quick Stats 
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EclipseCrossword.com

3. Fatty ____ Disease 
5. Featured adoption bird 
6. Pellet manufacturer 
8. Sitting spot for bird 
10. ____ feather (not fully developed) 
12. Parrot talk 
14. Back of the neck 
15. A group of birds 
17. Pertaning to birds 
19. Fight or ____ 
20. Rewards for tricks 
22. Parrot nut cracker 
23. Home to wild lovebirds 
25. Congo african grey 
26. Female bird 

1. Loud vocalization 
2. New Zealand parrot 
4. Small opening on cheak 
7. Formulated parrot food 
9. Another name for quaker 
11. The fear of birds 
13. Top of the head 
16. Stick with food on it 
17. Outdoor enclosure for birds 
18. Birds have these in addition to 

lungs. 
21. Madagascar parrot 
24. Toys can be ___ 

Across Down 
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PVC Playgym Continued from page 7 

3. Cut 4 pieces as tall as you want your first 
level to be (I did 28") and attach those pieces 
to the T connectors on your base. To the top 
of those pieces, add one T connector to each.  

4. Cut 16 pieces at 3.5" each and connect those in a 
square with the existing T connectors in addition 
to 8 more T connectors and 4 L connectors 

5. Cut 4 pieces as tall as you want your next level to 
be (I did 20"). Connect those into the T connectors 
that haven't been used in the first level square. 
Add an L connector to the top of the 4 pieces 

6. Cut 5 pieces at 8" each and 
insert 4 of them into each 
L connector. In between 
the 8" pieces, place the last 
two T connector you have. 
With the last 8" piece, 
place them in between the 
two T connectors. 

7. Drill holes for hanging 
toys in the center 6" piece 
and holes for the food and 
water dishes. 

(or you can zip-tie toys and 
dishes securely) 

8. Wrap the whole thing in whatever material you want; VetWrap, sisal or jute 
twine, lay newspaper below and ENJOY! 
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Meeting Minutes continued from page 4 

Steven G. asked about the toll free number and the expense. It is about $7.00 
per month. The number is publicly available and on printed material. Marsha D. 
stated that the expense is minimal overall.  
The subject of donations, that we’ve been lacking in the last year, doing a small 
raffle at the meetings could definitely help. Items for this month’s  raffle were 
donated by Michelle M., Earl May Nursery, and others. ($30.00 was raised) 
The Mid-America Center will be changing different aspects. Discussion was 
held on the effects this could have on the Bird Fairs that are held at this venue. 
Nothing can be done at this time, just discussion. 
Ginger B. thanked everyone for all of the help this last year when she was in 
charge of membership.  She stated that memberships need to be renewed by 
February. 
Discussed ideas for the newsletter and trying to go paperless as much as possi-
ble to help cut costs. Download the newsletter from the GOCBS web site and 
notify Rick K. by signing up online and indicating on the membership for so 
that we will not send the paper copy. 
There will be raffle tickets available for sale prior to the Spring Bird Fair – 
more details to come. 
Discussed a Lady Gouldian Finch which seems to be rolling its head around 
continually.  
Rick K. gave a presentation on feeding healthy to retain healthy birds from 
About.com  
Chloe W. will give a presentation at the February meeting on sprouting seeds. 
A motion was made and seconded at 3:51 p.m. to adjourn the meeting.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Maria Gaffney 
Recording Secreatry   

Crossword Puzzle Answers 

Across 

3. LIVER 
5. COCKATIEL 
6. ZUPREEM 
8. PERCH 
10. BLOOD 
12. MIMIC 
14. NAPE 
15. FLOCK 

17. AVIAN 
19. FLIGHT 
20. TREATS 
22. BEAK 
23. AFRICA 
25. CAG 
26. HEN 

Down 

1. SCREAM 
2. KEA 
4. EAR 
7. PELLET 
9. MONK 
11. ORNIPHOBIA 
13. CROWN 
16. KABOB 

17. AVIARY 
18. AIRSACS 
21. VASA 
24. FUN 
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